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Well, I’m going to start off by saying, I hope 
you all had a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New year, since you may be reading this Chat 
in mid January. I will have to say, we at the 
museum had a great post Covid-19 year, ac-
complishing many tasks and planning new 
ones for 2023.

So what have we accomplished? Of course, anyone who has been 
tuned into us here at the museum, the restoration of NCNG En-
gine #5 back to steam operation was a monumental task that has 
shinned brightly on all our membership, who in one way or an-
other had a part in getting this done! At the beginning of 2022, 
the engine still sat with many parts waiting to be applied. This 
was our first full locomotive restoration with a tear down to the 
wheels and axles and so it was a slow and careful go through the 
process of putting her back together again and not making any 
mistakes in the process. Our consultant from the Nevada State 
Railroad Museum, Chris DeWitt, patiently talked us through 
the rough parts and we had old #5 ready for her first steam up by 
late June. With some Shock & Awe from everyone including us, 
Engine #5 was on a Robinson Timber trailer by late June to the 
NSRM’s Great Western Steam Up in Carson City, Nevada. Of 
course I’m rehashing old news now but the event was so great, I 
feel its worth me blabbing on a little bit more.

Great progress has been made on the restoration of our Florence 
& Cripple Creek coach #52, to the point that the car is being 
readied for her sheet metal roofing. We expect to move the coach 
outside and on display sometime next year. We are planning 
some kind of pole barn structure to protect the car from the 

weather. Once moved, this will see her sister coach #56 coming 
into the shop for her long restoration of four to five years.

We also snuck in another project in June, the West Side Lum-
ber Co. tank car #4, whose restoration was completed this last 
November. The car is back outside looking ready for service if 
needed. 

Also, let’s not forget the John & Sarah Kidder display that was 
completed last year by Gary, Ken, and Kevin. The original fire 
place mantle is as beautiful as the late 1800’s period setting it sits 
in. 

Lastly, the Railroad Avenue Restoration Project is being prepared 
for submittal to the City of Nevada City. The preparation for 
a conditional use permit to add a 2300 hundred foot length of 
street-car type track into Railroad Avenue is requiring a State 
CEQA document which is like a limited Environment Assess-
ment. This is requiring the museum working through Nevada 
City Engineering and Andy Cassanno, to produce Archeological, 
Biological and Noise Studies, which are already in their early de-
velopment stages. Other studies include Cultural and Traffic that 
must be addressed to satisfy the State and City requirements. 
So far our costs are projecting into the twenty-thousand dollar 
range and any extra help would be appreciated from our patrons. 

The end result of this project, you will be able to see Engine #5 
and other railroad equipment operate from the museum and all 
the way to the Nevada City depot kiosk area at the end of Rail-
road Avenue and Sacramento Street. We hope to have the CEQA 
document completed by March so we can present our findings 
to the City Council and then onto the Planning Commission. 
This will be the cherry on top of our 40 year transportation mu-
seum development adventure!
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Tim O’Brien

Tim O’Brien’s journey 
with our celebrated 
railroad began around 
1966 when he hap-
pened onto the former 
Grass Valley Depot 
site on Bennett Street 
while walking home 
from school.  There was 
no freeway then, and 
with shop buildings, 
turntable pit, Kidder 
Mansion, embedded 
rails and ties present, he became curious, then speaking with old 
timers, studying Gerald M. Best’s recently published book and 
walking the old right of way with every opportunity. 
 
His developing interest led to more interviews, artwork ren-
derings and school reports of the NCNG, culminating in his 
founding membership with the TMD in 1983 upon responding 
to an ad in The Union Newspaper placed by Madelyn Helling.   
In ensuing years and partnership with John Christensen, former 
employees, famed historians and hard-working visionaries, he 
watched his passion unfold to include hands-on car acquisition 
and restoration, track laying and public relations leading up to 
Christensen’s recovering of Engine No. 5 from Universal Studios. 
He was there for donated former Sacramento Northern trackage 
from Yuba City, re-location to the Northern Queen and ulti-
mately, the beautiful Museum we all enjoy today. 
 
In 2005, he took a hiatus from the operation to focus on his 
chairmanship of the Nevada County AirFest (CEO 1999-2017) 
in keeping with an additional passion of showcasing World War 
II aviation at the Nevada County Airport while maintaining his 
collection of fourteen vintage Ford Mustangs.   
 

He returned to the 
Museum in 2018 with 
intense appreciation 
for the many accom-
plishments and now as 

a board member, a goal 
to facilitate and fulfill 
Madelyn’s dream, John 
Christensen’s vision 
and showcase the 
Museum with its many 
skilled members to a 
likewise appreciative 
public at large. 

Florence & Cripple Creek 
Combine #60

by John E. Christensen Museum Director

This Combine car was built by the St. Charles Car Company, in 
St Charles, Missouri, in July 1897, as a suburban baggage pas-
senger car built for the Florence & Cripple Creek Railroad, a 40 
mile line that ran to Florence, Colorado. The suburban coaches 
were used for mixed trains between Canyon City and Cripple 
Creek which was a 6.25 miles short line. In 1899, the F&CC 
& MT joined forces by creating a holding company known as 
the Southwestern Railway Company. In and about 1911, the 
suburban coach #60 was converted to a combination baggage & 
passenger car and was mounted on standard gauge trucks. Then 
the newly rebuilt combine was transferred to the 40 mile long 
Midland Terminal Railway that ran between Colorado Springs 
and Cripple Creek. The combine was then renumbered #451.
The Combination car continued to operate on the Midland Ter-
minal until 1931, when routine passenger service was suspended 
and most of the vintage passenger cars began to be retired. Most 
of these cars ended up being used as storage units or living quar-
ters along the Midland Terminal route. The railroad did continue 
to occasionally run mixed trains. The MT railroad itself operated 
until 1949, when it was abandoned and its roadbed became a 
toll road.

In further research, the Rocky Mountain Railroad Club bulletin 
of March 31, 1949, described the last Midland Terminal rail fan 
train trip on February 6, 1949, in which the consist included 
“two Rio Grande combines, of which one combine that had 
once rolled on the Cripple Creek short line” This may refer to 
the Colorado Springs & Cripple Creek which was referred to 
as the “short line”, or it could have been the Canyon Creek and 
Cripple Creek, which was a suburban short line, that #60 had 
operated on.

Continued on page 3

Combine 60 floating above its new trucks.

Photo by Robert Austin
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The combine eventually ended up on the grounds of the 
Western Museum of Mining and Industry, north of Colorado 
Springs after its founding in 1970. Due to a change of mission 
objectives of the museum, it was necessary to relocate the car. 
The Combine was relocated in 2001 to the Cumbres & Toltec 
Scenic Railroad in Antonito, Colorado, where it awaited the 
facilities and time to undergo restoration. This relocation was 
made possible by Mr. Soni Honegger, who was at the time, the 
General Manager of the Cumbres & Toletec Scenic Railroad in 
Colorado.

Prior to its relocation, Combination Car #60 was listed in the 
Colorado  State Register in June 1999 under criteria C for engi-
neering significance and A for historical significance in the area 
of transportation. The car was built in 1897 for the F&CC, the 
first railroad to reach the gold mines 
of the Victor and Cripple Creek mining districts. The car oper-
ated as a suburban coach until 1909 when it was converted to 
a combination baggage and passenger car. One of only three 
surviving F&CC passenger coaches in the United States; it is 

Florence & Cripple Creek Combine #60 Cont. from page 2 the only surviving example of a combination passenger baggage 
car from the railroad.

During October 2021, Rich Coakley and I were discussing the 
F&CC coach located in Grand Island, Nebraska. Rich is the 
F&CC coach 52 restoration lead and I advised Rich that there 
was also another coach in Antonito, Colorado, the F&CC 
Combine #60 that appeared to be falling apart due to no main-
tenance. Rich was interested in the car, so I contacted Stathi Pap-
pas who was the restoration manager at Antonito and asked him 
about the car and if it might be available for acquisition. Stathi’s 
reply was “Make it go away!” He gave me a point of contact and 
I gave this to Rich since I was too busy to chase any more equip-
ment down. After some back and forth’s with a Scott Gibbs, he 
got me in contact with the owner of the car, Soni Honegger who 
was willing to sell us the car for the price of one dollar.

On November 18, 2022, the Combine was loaded onto a flatbed 
truck and transported to the NCNGRR&TM, arriving on 
November 20th. After inspecting the combine, nick named “the 
Dollar Car”, I declared it another Field Save, a medical term, 
since this car would not have survived if the museum had not 
intervened by rescuing it. Now the real work begins!

The unloading crew and dog, for the Combine car. Left to right: Dan, Bill, Craig, Tim, Randy, Cornell, Rich, the Ghost, 
Dana with Lola, Mike and Lyman.
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Family Members of NCNGRR 2022Business Members of  NCNGRR 2022 
Coker Railroad Art - Marietta, GA     
Commercial Pump Service - Weimer     
Hooper & Weaver Morturary - Nevada City    
Plaza Tire & Auto - Penn Valley      
Randy Smith, Realtor - Re/Max Gold, Grass Valley    
Rough-Sawn Lumber - Rough and Ready     
Sherry Blair, Realtor - Century 21 Cornerstone Realty, Grass Valley  
The Willo Steakhouse - Nevada City

The Friends of NCNGRR
The Friends support the Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad Museum in its mission to preserve the history of the railroad and 

the restoration of vinatge rail equipment.

Please Join Us

NEVADA COUNTY NARROW GAUGE RAILROAD MUSEUM

Name ______________________________ Phone _________________  eMail _______________________

Address ______________________________ City _________________ State ____ Zip _________________
        ■ Building Fund ______    ■ Engine 5 Restoration ________   ■ Buy A Tie Program ________ 

Membership Dues (Memberships may be paid up to three years)
■ New Member   ■ Renewal     ■ 1 year      ■ 2 years      ■ 3 years 

■ General $30/yr    ■ Business $50/yr   (Please enclose a business card)

Please send your checks to:
Friends of NCNGRR  •  P.O. BOX 2392  •  Nevada City, Ca 95959

The Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad Museum is operated by the Nevada County Historical Society 
A non-profit 501(c)(3) Corporation • Tax ID 94-6103014 • Copyright 2021 • All rights reserved
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